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BACHELOR OF EDUCATION (B.Ed)

Semester —111

(For the examination to held in the year 2018, 2019 and 2020)

Methodology of teaching subject-II

Course No. 302 Title: Teaching of Social Science
Credits 4 Total Marks : 100

Maximum Marks Internal : 40
Maximum Marks External : 60
Duration of Exam : 3hrs

Objectives:

To enable the pupil teachers to:-

Develop a broad understanding of social science.
Develop teaching competencies related to social science at secondary level.

Become effective teachers in order to perform desired role as a social
science teacher.

Familiarize themselves with the type of audio-visual aids and acquire the
ability to develop and use them.

Familiarize themselves with the techniques and methods of teaching required
for teaching of social science.

Evaluate students performance.

UNIT-1

. Nature of social sciences. Distinction between natural and social sciences.

Uniqueness of disciplines vis-a-vis interdisciplinary.

Important social and economic issues and concerns of the present day
Indian society.

Role of school in teaching of social sciences. Professional qualities and



professional growth of a social science teacher.
UNIT-1I

. Audio-visual aids: Meaning, importance, types and use of following A-V
aids for teaching of social science:

° Chalkboard

o Atlas

o Maps

o Globe

o Charts

o Models

o Graphs and visuals
o Multimedia

. Internet

o Scrapbooks
. Role and organization of the following in the teaching of social science:-

o Field trips

. Social science clubs
J Self study learning activities
o Analysis of news(newspaper, TV, radio)

. Techniques of teaching:-
. Lecture method.
. Discussion method.

) Project method.



o Story telling method
J Problem solving method
UNIT-III
1. Evaluation: Meaning, need and objectives of evaluation in social sciences.

2. Types of evaluation-formative and summative evaluation and their salient
features.

3. Evaluation tools-their relative merits and demerits.

o Oral test.

o Essay type tests.
o Objective tests.

o Diagnostic testing.

UNIT -1V
1. Social stratification and social change in India.
2. Fundamental rights.
3. Fundamental duties.

4. Structure and functions of Govt. at different levels- Distt. And local bodies
(panchayats and municipalities)

Sessional Work

e Report on a visit to different local govt. bodies in their district to observe
actual functioning.

Note for Paper Setters

The Question paper consists of 9 questions having Q no 1 as Compulsory
having four parts spread over the entire Syllabus, with a weightage of 12 marks
.The rest of Question paper is divided into four Units and the students are to
attend four Questions from these units with the internal choice. The essay type



Question carries 12 marks each. Unit IV having the sessional work/field work(
section) could also be a part of the theory paper.

Internship/field work Unit IV having the components/activities of the
internship are to be developed in the form of the Reflective Journal. All the
activities under the internship are to be evaluated for credits and hence all the
activities are to be showcased by the trainee and are to be fully recorded with the
complete certification of its genuineness.

The Theory paper is to have 60 marks (external). 40 Marks are for the In

House activities
Books recommended

e NCERT (2013) Social science publication division NCERT campus New
Delhi.

o S.K Kochar : Teaching of social studies

o J.C .Aggrawal : Teaching of social studies
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LESSON NO. 1 UNIT-1

NATURE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
STRUCTURE
1.1  Introduction
1.2 Objectives
1.3 Nature of Social Sciences
1.3.1  Concept of Social Sciences
1.3.2  Concept of Social Sciences
1.3.3  Distinctive characteristics of Social Sciences
1.4. Distinction Between Natural and Social Sciences
1.4.1  Definition
1.42  Origin
1.4.3  Subject of study
1.4.4 Methods
1.4.5 Philosophical stances
1.4.6  Limitations of natural sciences and social sciences
1.5 Uniqueness of Disciplines Vis-A-Vis Interdisciplinary
1.5.1 Economics

1.5.2  History



1.5.3 Political Science
1.5.4  Sociology
1.5.5 Statistics
1.5.6  Public Administration
1.5.7  Anthropology
1.5.8 Law
1.5.9  Education
1.5.10 Behavioral Sciences
1.5.11 Geography
1.5.12 Psychology
1.5.13 Management
1.5.14 Business Studies
1.6 Interdisciplinary Approach of Social Sciences
1.7 Let Us Sum Up
1.8 Lesson End Exercise
1.9  Suggested Further Readings

1.10 Answer to Check your Progress

1.1 INTRODUCTION

Generally Social Science is meant to define either sociology or synthetic
social theory only. Everywhere the implied analogy to the natural sciences has been
contested. In 1982, the British Government challenged the name of the publicly
financed social science research council; arguing “inter—alia” that “social studies”
would be more appropriate description for discipline of scholarship which cannot
justly claim to be scientific. Social science can be defined as study of men living
in society. It was said that man is a political animal. This observation was broadened

in to the view that he is a social animal.



1.2 OBJECTIVES

After going through this lesson, you shall be able to:

. describe nature of social sciences,

. analyze distinction between natural and social sciences, and

o evaluate uniqueness of disciplines and interdisciplinary nature of social
sciences.

1.3 NATURE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

While ‘social sciences’ evolved during the eighteenth century as a formal
field of study and became a part of university/higher education curriculum, ‘social
studies’ (which draws its contents from different social sciences) evolved during
the twentieth century in order to be included in the school or junior school
curriculum. The evolution and growth of social sciences are the byproduct of
modernization, industrialization, renaissance, urbanization, growth of science and
many more related developments. There were many changes in human lives and
living, which were hardly seen before, during the eighteenth century and afterwards.
The whole world took a radical turn since the eighteenth century. Renaissance in
Italy and other European countries, French revolution of 1789, Industrial Revolutions
starting from 1767, American war of independence of 1776, development of new
forms of capitalism, immense development in natural of sciences, etc. brought both
happiness and difficulties for human society in the world. For example, on the
positive side, there was commercial development, development of transport and
communication, multiplication of comforts, improvement of education and health
conditions, development of economic condition, etc.; and on the negative side,
there was development of complexity in social life, political chaos, social
disorganization and unrest, intellectual crisis, development of unhealthy competition
among people, etc. In order to counter all these problems and challenges, social
sciences originated and became the part of education/ learning system. Social
sciences originated in the eighteenth century in an effort to understand the character
and future of modern society (Ross, 1991). Montesquieu Spirit of the Laws (1748),
Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations (1776), Condorcet’s Outline of an Historical



View of the Progress of the Human Kind (1795) and J.G. Herder’s Idea towards
a Philosophy of History (1784-91) were exemplary texts of the social sciences.
Observing the difference between modern society and its feudal and ancient forms,
these social scientists envisioned social sciences that would guide modern society
into the future. Due to increasing industrialization, modernization, scientific
development, etc. many new social problems were arising and affecting the whole
social system and paralyzing it. While rapid growth of industrialization and
modernization led to multitude social problems including diseases, social alienation,
workers exploitation, etc., modern science created germ warfare, atoms for
destruction of humanity, many hazardous chemical and nuclear reaction, etc. Two
wars (i.e. World War-1 and World war-II) in the twentieth century brought indefinable
misery for mankind. In addition to these two wars, there were numerous wars
which were fought in many parts of the world which were really bad for humanity.
The misuse of science, urbanization, industrialization etc. has really become a
threat to humanity in this world. The experience of severe economic depression
from 1930 to 1940 created the feeling of insecurity, fear, suspicion and distrust
among the people of the world. The rapid growth of science and technology in the
last hundred years has created many new social problems, though it has many
positive effects too. Social sciences emerged to prevent and check the evil effects
of science and modernization, etc. on the one hand and to guide the modern
society for better future on the other hand. Now-a days, philosophers, statesmen,
scientists, politicians and intelligentsia have realized that social sciences are no way
inferior to other sciences including physical sciences or biological sciences. The
general sciences have proved that it is capable of organizing the forces of the atom
to cause the destruction of the entire humanity from the world by a single explosion.
There 1s a need of studying social sciences to obstruct destruction of human
society by such forces. Since social sciences have great relevance for modern day
society, so, they form an important component/part of modern-day education and
curriculum system. Social sciences have become the part of university and higher
education system across the world starting from the eighteenth century. Realizing
the importance of social sciences for developing healthy social and democratic
citizenship qualities of individuals, they have been included in the school curriculum
of most of the countries of the world especially from the twentieth century either



in the name of ‘social studies’ or in the name of ‘social sciences. In the forthcoming
sections of the unit, you will learn in detail about how social sciences constitute
component of school and higher education curriculum. Conceptually, social sciences
and social studies are related with each other as well as different from each other
in many aspects. Let us examine the conceptual relationships and differences found

between them.
1.3.1 Concept of Social Sciences

Social sciences are the body of knowledge which is concerned with human
affairs in the spectrum of broad socio-cultural system. Social sciences constitute:
Understanding Social Science as a Discipline and forms an important component
of high school and higher education curriculum. The different social science subjects
like history, political science, anthropology, philosophy, economics etc. have
independent status in high school as well as university education. The following
definitions of Charles Beard and James High may add same clarifications to the
concept of social sciences.

Charles Beard, “Social sciences are the body of knowledge and thought
pertaining to human affairs as distinguished from sticks, stones, stars and physical
objects”. (Kochhar, 1984) James High

“Social sciences are those bodies of learning and study which recognize the
simultaneous and mutual action of physical and non-physical stimuli which produce

social reaction”. (Singh,2008).
The following points may characterize the nature of social sciences
1) Direct bearing on human activity:

Social sciences are those aspects of knowledge which have direct bearing on

man’s activities in different socio-cultural fields.
2)  Advance studies of human society:

Social sciences are advance level studies of human society; and they are generally
taught at higher education level.



3) Find out truths about human relationships:

Social sciences seek to find out truths about human relationships which
ultimately contribute to the social utility and advancement of knowledge.

1.3.2 Concept of Social Studies

Social sciences are a term that refers to a wide range of academic disciplines
related to human interaction. Among the common social science disciplines are
history, psychology, sociology, economics, political science, and sometimes
philosophy and religion. At the core of these subjects is the issue of human
relationships and human interactions; that is why these are called “’social’ sciences.
These are the ‘’sciences’ of human activity. History is probably the most popular
of the social sciences, and as a result sometimes people use the term ‘’social
science” to refer exclusively to history. Technically, however, this is probably not
the most accurate use of the term.

The concept of ‘social studies’ is of recent origin. Social studies originated
and developed in order to be considered as the part of school curriculum. The
wide spread use of social studies started in America since 1916. Its use in India
can be traced back to the formulation of Gandhiji’s Basic Education in 1937.
Social studies is a single and composite instructional area which draws its contents
from many social sciences like history, geography, political science, economics,
etc. Social studies doesnot combine social science subjects in unrelated way rather
it meaningfully integrates them for the purpose of helping the learners understand
woman’s/man’s relationship with the society and environment in which she or he
lives. Developing the competencies relating to healthy social living is the main aim
of social studies learning. Social studies is concerned with the practical aspects of
the society.

The social studies are the school mirror of the scholarly findings of the social
sciences. Such data, as social scientists may gather, is integrated and simplified to
appropriate levels of expression for children in all the grades. ( Kochhar, 1984)

The social studies are concerned with man and his interaction with his social
and physical environment; they deal with human relationships. The central function



of the social studies is identical with the central purpose of education — development

of democratic citizenship. (Kochhar, 1984)

According to Michaelis (1956) tried to define the term social studies in

two different ways as follows:

d.

“The social studies, defined as the study of man and his program is
interaction with his social and physical environment in the past, present
and emerging future”.

“The social studies program includes those aspects of human relationship
and social values, conditions and changes that are believed to be of
greatest importance for the general education of the students”.

As per National Council for the social studies USA (1992), “Social studies
is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic

competence.”

1.3.3 Distinctive characteristics of social sciences

The study of man as a unique living creature may be viewed in two

fundamental dimensions:-

a)
b)

Man as an individual being;

Man as a social being

Thus, the focus of the social sciences is on the study of the following: -

1.

Change in human relationship and reinterpretation between the present
and the past event

Human activities and spatial distributions and interaction of culture,
biologic and physical elements

Basic social systems, institutions and processes

Relationship between individual and institutions and among political
economic and social institutions

The nature of societies and authors and the interactions of people with
each other and also their social and physical environment.



The real nature of this discipline can be well understood by analysing the
above definitions.

1. A unique combination of various disciplines.

2. A study of human relationships.

3. A study of man’s development through ages.

4. A realistic course of study.

5. It forms an important part of the core-curriculum.
6. It includes commitment to action.

7.  Aims at preparing the learner for wholesome social living.

1.4 DISTINCTION BETWEEN NATURAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

There are a number of similarities between the natural and social sciences,
which include the use of similar methods and partly overlapping epistemological
and ontological stances, i.c. stances regarding the creation of knowledge and the
nature of reality. However, there are also a number of elements that distinguish the two,
such as their different origins, subjects of study, and limitations. Following definitions
of natural and social sciences, their elements will be contrasted in the following:

1.4.1 Definition

Ledoux (2002) defines natural sciences as disciplines that deal only with
natural events (i.e. independent and dependent variables in nature) using scientific
methods ,“While the employment of scientific methods is generally regarded as
typical but not exclusive of natural sciences, it is the focus on natural events that
distinguishes natural from social science.The disciplines of social sciences are viewed
as those that deal with “human society, societal groups, individuals in their
relationships with others or institutions of societies and material goods as expression
of human cohabitation” (Bayer, 1992). This definition shows the difficulty of grasping
all aspects of social sciences as opposed to natural sciences, which have a common
perspective rather than a common subject of study. The distinction between social
and cultural sciences and humanities is controversial.



1.4.2 Origin

According to Biichel (1992), the birth of natural science is marked by changing
world views introduced by Renaissance thinkers who questioned earlier explanations
about the world and turned to more systematic methods of investigation. Early
leaders of this ‘Scientific Revolution’ included Copernicus and Galileo who were
concerned with problems from disciplines including astronomy and physics, among
others. Natural sciences arose from curiosity about the world, as well as the
endeavor to transform nature in favor of human necessities of life, both of which
had not been possible to pursue freely in the era of slavery of the ancient society.

The social sciences are much younger than the natural sciences. Even though
the social interactions in a society have probably been of interest for many centuries,
scientific studies of social interactions began as late as the 19th century with
sociological publications including “Suicide” by Emile Durkheim and “System de
politique positive” by Auguste Comte, the latter of which also set stone for a
positivist approach to social sciences.

1.4.3 Subject of study

The aim of the natural sciences is to discover the laws that rule the world
(Btichel, 1992). The focus lies hereby on the natural and not on the social world,
although the differentiation is not always simple. There are historically three core
areas of the natural sciences: chemistry, biology and physics. Nevertheless, this is
not a final list of research areas, since many other disciplines were later born out
of these. As more knowledge is created, more specific questions arise. This leads
to the fact that early natural scientists were generalists from today’s perspective,
and later specialized in newly emerging disciplines such as astronomy in the
beginning, different engineering disciplines later, and rather recently (i.e. in the last
century) created fields such as robotics or bionics. In contrast to the natural
sciences, the study objects of social sciences can take notice of the forecast of
scientists. Subject of study are the phenomena of social interaction and coexistence.
Social Sciences can rather be classified by their common perspective then through
a specific subject of study. This perspective consists of the understanding and
studying of a social aspect of society, a group of people or a single individual.
(Bayer, 1992).






